URBAN  DISTRICT  CP  KIKKBY  LONSDALE 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  -iTEAR 


1 9 2 5. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  KIRKBY  LONSDALE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Comic ±1  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

Sir  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1925, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry 

of  Health,  this  must  be  a Survey  Report,  and  consequently  more 
comprehensive  than  those  presented  to  you  during  the  previous  four 
years,  reviewing  within  your  area. 

(a)  the  measures  of  progress  made  in  the  improvement 
of  the  public  health. 

(b)  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  In 
the  public  health  services. 

(c)  any  further  action  of  importance  in  the 
organisation  or  development  of  public  health 
services  “which  may  be  contemplated  or 
considered  desirable. 

I much  appreciate  the  courtesy  with  v/hioh  you  have 
received  any  advice  tendered  to  you,  in  the  past,  and  also  the  careful 
consideration  you  have  always  given  to  any  suggestions  offered  to  you. 

To  your  Sanitaiy'  Inspector,  I would  express  my  thanks 
for  all  the  help  he  has  given  to  me  freely  at  all  times:  without 
which,  public  health  work  oould  never  prosper*  I on  grateful  also  to 
very  many  of  ry  professional  oolleagues,  who  have  given  no  much 
assistance  and  upon  whose  co-operation  I can  always  rely. 

I have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Sir  & Gentlemen, 

Ycur  obedient  servant, 

IV. Baron  Oo chill, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Westmorland  Combined  Districts. 


March  15  th  1926. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Offioer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ending  Decanber  31st.  1925. 


Area  (acres)  3,254 

Population  (census  1921)  1,393 

Population  estimated  1925,  1,341 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1921)  329 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (census  1921)  329 

Rateable  Value.  £10,996 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate.  £35. 


Kirkby  Lonsdale  is  a small  town, beautifully  situated  in  the  South 
East  comer  of  Westmorland, on  the  V/est  Bank  of  the  River  Lune.  It  is 
sheltered  by  high  hills  on  the  East  and  V/est  formed  of  Limestone,which 
rock  underlies  the  whole  of  the  district, having  gravel  superimposed, 
covered  with  a rich  loamy  soil.  The  climate  is  mild, Agriculture  is  the 
only  industry,  but  the  district  ±3  also  a residential  one. 


Extracts  Prom  Vital  Statistics  Of  Tire  Year. 

. Male,  Female,  Total.. 

Births  (legitimate)  9 6 ) Birth  Rate  13.  48. 

(Illegitimate)  1 1 17  ) 

Deaths.  13  Death  Rate  10,  3. 

Number  of  women  dying  in, or  in  consequence  of  childbirth: - 
Prom  Sepsis.  Nil, 

Other  Causes.  Nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  births 


Legitimate,  66.  Illegitimate.  Nil  Total.  66. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

11  H Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

11  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

Poor  Law  Outdoor  Relief  has  been  administered  to  11  persons  at  the  cost 
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Staff, 


Name. 


Qualifications,  Office.  Whole  Other  Salary 

or  Part  Offices,  contributes 

Time,  by  P.H.A.or 

Exchequer 

_ , ■ . 


W. B, Oockill,  M.D. eto 

D.P.H. 


U, C,H.  Part.  M,O.H, 

Westmorland 
Combined  yeg. 

Districts, 


J.Kassell, 

M,S,A, 

A,R.Son,I, 

Part 

Sanitary  to 
Inspector.  D oo, 
1925. 

Surveyor, 

Yes, 

J,  Chadwick, 

M,  S,I , A, 

A,  R.  San,  I* 

Sanitary  Part 
Inspector,  from 
Deo, 
1925. 

Surveyor. 

Yes, 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  - 

(a)  General,  District  Nursing  Association. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  e*g.  1 * * 

Measlos  etc, 

Distriot  Ihirsii^  Associations  are  voluntary  organisations  receivirg 
grants  in  aid  frem  the  County  Council* 

Miduives-  No  subsidy  is  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Authority  to  the  one 
practising  midwife, 

Chemical  Work-  Is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council, 
Legislation  in  Foroo:- 

Adopted, 

Part  111, Public  Health  Acts  amendment  Act.1890  1891 

Infectious  Disease  (prevent ion) Act,  1890,  1891 


Byelaws  :~ 

Private  scavenging.  1874 
Prevention  of  Nuisanoe*  1874 
Conmon  Lodging-houses,  1874 
Slaughter-houses.  1874 
Markets  and  Fairs.  1874 
New  Streets  and  Buildings.  1914 


Regulations  under  Section  13, Dairies, 
Covfshcds  and  Mllkshops  Order  1885. 
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No  particular  causes  of  sickness  or  Invalidity  have  arisen 
during  toe  year  nor  has  there  been  any  unusual  or  excessive 
mortality  in  the  district. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Hospital. 

Situation, 

Accommodation. 

Tuberculosis. 

Meathop, Grange-over-Sands . 

150  beds 

Maternity, 

Westmorland  County  Hospital, 

Kendal, 

6 >' 

Children, 

Nil, 

Fever. 

The  Sanatorium,  Kendal* 

46  11 

Small-pox, 

Nil. 

Ethel  Hedley 

Hospital  School 
(Orthopaedic) 

Oalgarto,  Windermere . 

30  11 

Venereal  Disease, 

North  Lonsdale  Hospital* 
BarrovA-in-Pume  s s . 

%»•« 

The  Westmorland  County  Hospital , II cndal,  oontains  50  "beds  available 
for  all  non-inf eo ti qua, medical, surgical  and  abnormal  L-d.dvd.fery  cases, 

A new  Maternity  Ward  was  Gx>ened  in  1924,  It  is  supported  by  voluntary 
contribitions . 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, eto, 

St  Monica^  Maternity  Home, under  the  control  of  the  Carlisle 
Diocesan  Maternity  Conuittce. 

Ambulance  Facilities, - 

(a)  Infectious  Cases.  Removed  by  the  Kendal  Ambulance 

(b)  Non-Infectious  Cases.  Removed  by  the  Kendal  Ambulance. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres;- 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Kendal. 

Travelling  School  Dental  Clinic. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area  . . Through  the  illness  of 
the  late  Sanitary  Inspootor  no  reoord  of  any  nuisances  disooverod  or 
dealt  with  for  some  years  past  is  available , 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT  - No  action  has  been  neoessaiy  during  the  year. 
PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  HO  CONT DOLLED  BY  EYELAW3  OR 
REGULATIONS 

Common  Lodging  -house,  1 

Slaughter  -houses , 5 

Dairies  , Hilkshops  & Cowsheds . 10 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE  - No  provision  is  made 
for  dealing  with  any  ease  of  snail  -pox  whioh  night  arise . 

SCHGQL3  - The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the 
elementary  school  is  good , The  urinal  at  the  boys  school  was 
found  to  be  dirty  and  is  being  remedied  by  treating  the  stone  slabs 
(after  de^naing)  with  a ooat  of  pitch, 

HOUSING . 1925 

v 

Housing  condition*  in  the  diotriot  There  is  no  overcrowding  but  a 
new  type  of  house  is  required  to  neat  the  demands  of  people  desiring 
a better  olaso  of  house  , many  of  the  houses  being  in  a defective 
state  with  poor  accommodation. , There  is  no  marked  shortage  of 
houses  and  no  measures  have  been  taken  or  contemplated  as  neceosasy. 
The  population  is  oli/^htly  on  the  doorcase  and  no  change  is 
anticipated  in  the  future, 

111.  Fitness  of  Houses  - No  general  inspection  appears  to  have  been 

made  and  no  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  unfit  houses. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas  - No  reoord  of  any  complaints  or  action  taken. 

V.  Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  houses  let  In  lodgings,  tents, etc, 
Nil  ... 

VI.  General  and  Miscellaneous  - No  aoticn  has  been  taken  during 
the  year. 


Provalanco  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease, 


During  the  period  under  review  there  have  been  45  oases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  4 of  Diphtheria  and  1 of  Enteric  Fever,  Of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  oases  19  occurred  in  1925  when  there  was  a sma  11 
epidemic  affecting  both  adults  and  children.  No  special  cause  was 
discoverable.  There  w were  no  11  Return"  oases# 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  for  the  treatment  of  all 
necessitous  oases,  excepting  patients  under  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Act,  also  for  both  necessitous  and  insured  patients  for 
prophylactic  purposos. 

Ho  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargioa  arose.  The  notification  of 
Diseases  under  the  Regulations  of  the  7th  Jan,  1919  have  not  been  of 
much  value. 

The  Combined  Districts  of  \7ostoorltnA  have  provided  laboratories 
at  Kendal,  to  which  any  praotitionor  raay  send  specimens  for 
examination.  Sputum  is  also  examined  at  Meathop  Sanatorium,  The 
following  have  been  done  for  IClrkby  Lonsdale 

Scarlot  Fever,  2 

Diphtheria,  13, 

Organ!,  sms.  20, 

Water  Analysis  (b,0oll)2 

Total.  37 

Ho  use  has  boon  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests,  nor  have  any 
vaccinations  been  performed  by  the  Ttedical  Officer  of  Health,  Close 
Liaison  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  maintained  sc  that  the 
fullest  use  of  School  notification  is  made.  The  Mortality  from 
Influenza  is  0,14  per  1,000  of  population.  Ho  facilities  for 
disinfestation  exist  but  these  can  be  arranged  for  if  requiredrno  need 
ha 3 arisen  up  to  the  present.  Disinfection  is  always  carried  out  after 
all  eases  cf  infectious  disease. 
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Notifiable  Disease . 19^5  • 


Disease . 

Total 

. 1- 

4— 

5- 

10— 

15- 

20- 

45- 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Soarlet  Fever. 

19‘ 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

19 

Pneumonia . 

1 

1 

- 

♦ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MM 

Overcrowding  has  had  no  influence  on  the  inoidenoo  of  disease 

Tuberculosis . 


Hew  Oases . 

• 

Deaths . 

Age  Pulmonary . 

Periods . 

Non 

Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary . 

Non-Pulmonazy . 

k.  f. 

U. 

F, 

1.  • P . 

M.  F. 

10-  - ' 1 


> 15 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- - - 

20- 

- 

mm 

» 

mm 

1 

- 

25- 

1 

\ 

*• 

«»• 

•rah  m 

35- 

2 

- 

mm 

mm 

MM  M*  MM. 

65- 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

Total . 

5 

O 

mm 

- 

1 

mm 

1 

Ho  death  from  Tuberculosis  was  registered  whioh  had  not  previously  been, 
notified.  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  has  invariably  boon  oarried  out. 
No  action  under  the  Publio  Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis) Regulations 
1925  and  Section  62  Publio  Health  Aot , 1925  has  been  required. 

Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  County  Counoil. 

During  the  period  under  review  no  oase  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis 
cr  Gpthalmia  Neonatoriua  was  notified.  There  was  one  death  from  eaoh  of  the 
diseases  Measles  , and  Whooping  -cough . 


SAlTXTAft?  OXmJUffAiraBa  cw  tw  AMA, 


WASTER  - Tho  oupply  is  oonstawb , 28$  houses  being  (supplied  directly 
and  21  houooB  from  standpipes . In  Addition  23  houBOfl  aro  BUpplied 
from  two  wells  * The  sufficiency  and  quality  of  tho  water  is 
excellent . Tho  reservoir  is  situated  about  two  miles  away  and  tho 
> liability  to  contamination  la  small. 

A Ministry  of  Health  inquiry  wo.c  hold  during  tho  year  on  an 
application  to  borrow  money  for  the  improvement  of  tho  water  supply 
to  the  upper  parts  of  tho  town;  this  was  sanctioned  and  tho  work  has 
been  carried  out.  The  water  has  ne  pluabo-flolvont  action. 

HIVE US  AND  STREAMS  « He  complaint  with  regard  to  pollution  has  boon  made, 
DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  - The  sewers  appear  to  be  in  good  order  and  fairly 

well  ventilated.  The  drains  whioh  are  piped  drains  appear  to  bo  good  ard 
vezy  fow  ohokoges  ooour.  The  Sewerage  Works  are  fairly  mod  ora,  ooraisti:  ■. 
of  two  dotrituB  tanks  about  18  foet  X 3i  foot  eaoh , five  filters  on  ono 
level  and  five  on  a leaver  level.  Tho  effluent  from  tho  filters  flows  into 
a zigzag  drain  whioh  ie  older  than  the  exist ing  works  and  then  into  the 
river.  The  efficiency  of  this  drain  is  somewhat  questionable. 

CLOSET  AaOCUtfcODATIOW  - 

Ho.  of  water  closets.  350 

No . of  privieo 82 
J'o  oonveroiona  have  taken  place  during  the  past  five  years. 

SCAVENGING  - House  and  shop  refuse  is  regularly  removed  to  a refuse  tin. 
Aehbina  are  emptied  weekly  ♦ All  ashpits  and  privies  are  properly  oleouccl 

out  and  treated  with  die  infect  in®  powder.  A considerable  amount  of 
burnable  refuse  whioh  ought  never  to  find  its  way  to  tho  tip  is  throw?:; 
i ito  tho  ashpits  and  bins.  Arrangement  a are  bcin<?  mode  for  the  oovorir--- 
of  tV'.e  carta  oonveying  the  refuse  to  the  tip.  ITo  ashpits  have  boon 
p.holished  during  the  past  year. 

FACTO  1IE3  .AND  V/O  TOGIIOPG .. 

Inspections . 


Factories . 

Nil. 

Workshops . 

2 , 

Workplaces  • 

ITU. 

Defect b found. 


1111 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1925 - 


NUmher  of  hausen  erected  during  the  year,  3-Til. 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  -houses 

Inspection  - (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  Nil, 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Distriot) 
Regulations  1910 . or  the  Housing  Gohsolidated  Regulations 

1925 , Nil „ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelllnghouseo  (exclusive  of 
those  reforred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  Nil. 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  servloe  of  formal  notices. 


Number  of  defeotivo  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  aotion  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers. 


“T 


il. 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers . 


Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD . 

LILK  - The  milk  supply  is  whole  sore  and  arrang  ementfl  for  supply  and 
distribution  are  satisfactory,  No  inspections  appear  to  have  been 
mad©  under  the  hi lk  and  Dairies  Acts  1915  1922 • No  action  has 

been  neoeesazy  regarding  Tuberculous  Li  Ik , nor  have  any  applicable 
been  mad©  for  the  sale  of  "graded"  mill:, 

MS  AT  - Moat,  has  been  regularly  inapeoted  during  the  month  of  Dooenbe 
As  the  slighter  -houses  have  fired  tines  for  slaughter  it  is  net 
difficult  to  examine  evosy  oaroase . No  system  of  narking  has  been 


adopted.  All  oaroases  have  been  found  to  bo  free  from  disease. 
Arrangements  for  disposal  have  been  made  in  the  event  of  any  meat 
beiiig  condemned.  There  is  no  public  slaughter  -house  . 

In.  1920  Jan.  19.25 . Dec.  1925 

Registered.  4 44 

Licensed.,  - - I 


Total  4 4 _ 5 

OTHER  FOODS  - No  record  of  ary  inspections  for  sou©  time. 

No  oases  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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